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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 5496 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, LA 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA 
REF: VIENTIANE 5482, 5483, 5494 

1. DR. KLIKS AND HIS TEAM ARRIVED VIENTIANE 1745 HOURS JULY 13 
AND WERE IMMEDIATELY TAKEN TO THE RESIDENCE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 
BY PRINCE PANYA. DR. KLIKS EXAMINED THE PRIME MINISTER AND MADE 
HIS DIAGNOSIS: AN UNEQUIVOCAL HEART ATTACK WITHOUT EVIDENCE OF 
HEART FAILURE OR RYTHM DISTURBANCE. FOLLOWING THE EXAMINATION, A 
GROUP OF FAMILY AND PHYSICIANS CONVENED IN A CONFERENCE ROOM AT 
THE RESIDENCE. THE MEDICAL GROUP CONSISTED OF 3 LAO ATTENDING 
PHYSICIANS, 2 FRENCH PHYSICIANS, A THAI MEDICAL TEAM AND DR. KLIKS. 
THE MEDICAL GROUP PROCEEDED TO DISCUSS AT LENGTH VARIOUS PROBLEMS 
IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER. THE MEETING WAS EX- 
TENDED BECAUSE EACH DOCTOR WAS QUERIED AS TO HIS JUDGMENT BY 
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THE PRIME MINISTER'S SONS AND THE SENIOR LAO PHYSICIAN. 
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2. IT BECAME APPARENT FROM THE QUESTIONS ASKED DR. KLIKS THAT 
THE LAO WANTED TO KEEP SOUVANNA IN LAOS AS LONG AS POSSIBLE AND 
THEY WOULD LIKE TO PUT OFF AS LONG AS POSSIBLE A DECISION TO 
MEDICALLY EVACUATE THE PRIME MINISTER. DR. KLIKS' COMMENTS TO 
THE GROUP WERE THAT IN ANY EVENT, HE WOULD NOT RECOMMEND EVACU- 
ATION BEFORE AT LEAST 3 DAYS AND THAT A DECISION TO EVACUATE 

THE PRIME MINISTER COULD BE DELAYED LONGER. THERE WAS DISCUSSION 
AS TO WHERE HE COULD BE EVACUATED. WITH THE LAO STRONGLY IN 
FAVOR OF FRANCE, BUT, ALL AGREED IT WILL BE SEVERAL WEEKS BEFORE 
SOUVANNA MIGHT BE STRONG ENOUGH TO WITHSTAND AN EVACUATION RE- 
QUIRING A MINIMUM 10 HOURS' FLIGHT. 

3. DURING A DINNER CONVERSATION FOLLOWING THIS MEETING, PRINCE 
MANGKHALA, SOUVANNA'S SON, COMMENTED TO AN EMBASSY OFFICER THAT 
PHOUMI VONGVICHIT, THE PATHET LAO DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER. WAS AL- 
READY MAKING NOISES ABOUT SOUVANNA'S BEING INCAPACITATED AND 
PHOUMI ASSUMING SOUVANNA'S RESPONSIBILITIES. 

4. THE LAO CAPACITY FOR SELF-DECEPTION WAS EVIDENT WITH ONE OF 
THE LAO ATTENDING PHYSICIANS CONTINUING TO INSIST THAT SOUVANNA'S 
PROBLEM WAS ONLY MINOR. 

5. AS OF 0030 HOURS 14 JULY, SOUVANNA WAS RESTING RELATIVELY COM- 
FORTABLY AND IN APPARENT GOOD SPIRITS. DR. KLIKS WILL EXAMINE 
SOUVANNA AGAIN LATER THIS MORNING. 

6. DR. KLIKS' MEDICAL ASSESSMENT FOLLOWS: 

ON 12 JULY 74 AT 0200 HOURS, THE PRIME MINISTER WAS AWAKENED FROM 
SLEEP WITH HEADACHE, CHEST PAIN, AND SHORTNESS OF BREATH. 

HE WAS GIVEN A MILD TRANQUILIZER AND RETURNED TO SLEEP. HE AWOKE 
TO BEGIN REGULAR DUTIES AT 0700 HOURS, INVOLVING A MEETING WITH 
THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR. HE APPARENTLY HAD SOME DISCOMFORT. BUT 
PUT OFF FURTHER EVALUATION UNTIL THE COMPLETION OF THESE MEETINGS 
AND LUNCH. FINALLY AT 1530 HOURS, AN ELECTROCARDIOGRAM (EKG) WAS 
PERFORMED WHICH DISPLAYED CHANGES SUGGESTIVE OF MYOCARDIAL ISCHEMIA. 
THE PRIME MINISTER THEREUPON WAS IMMEDIATELY PUT TO BED AND GIVEN 
SEVERAL MEDICATIONS, INCLUDING ANALGESICS AND CORONARY VASODILATORS. 
FREQUENT EKG’S WERE TAKEN THEREAFTER UNTIL APPROXIMATELY MIDNIGHT. 
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ON THE MORNING OF 13 JULY 74, BECAUSE THE EKG'S WERE CONSIDERED 
DIAGNOSTIC OF ACUTE MYOCARDIAL INFARCTION (MI), AN INTRAVENOUS IN- 
FUSION WAS BEGUN WITH 5 PERCENT DEXTROSE AND WATER CONTAINING 
HEPARIN, PERSANTIN, AND INTENSAIN (ANALGESIC ANALOGOUS TO DEMEROL). 

7. DR. KLIKS EXAMINED ALL OF THE ELECTROCARDIOGRAMS (ABOUT 6 IN 
NUMBER) AND FELT THAT THEY WERE DIAGNOSTIC OF AN ACUTE ANTEROSEPTAL 
MI. FOLLOWING THE CONFERENCE WITH THE OTHER ATTENDING PHYSICIANS, 
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THE CONSENSUS WAS TO CONTINUE THE INTRAVENOUS INFUSION. DR. KLIKS 
ALSO RECOMMENDED CONTINUOUS OXYGEN THERAPY BY NASAL CANNULA AND 
ATTACHING THE PATIENT TO BEDSIDE PORTABLE MONITORING EQUIPMENT. 
ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT BROUGHT TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S BEDSIDE WAS 
THE FOLLOWING: A BATTERY POWERED DEFRIBRILATOR, A DEMAND PACEMAKER 
UNIT, AND CATHETOR AS WELL AS A PORTABLE RESPIRATOR. 

8. SINCE THE INITIAL EPISODE OF PAIN, THE PRIME MINISTER HAS HAD 
AT LEAST ONE EPISODE OF LESS SEVERE PAIN. HIS BLOOD PRESSURE HAS 
REMAINED STABLE, AND HIS PULSE IS REGULAR WITHOUT ANY EVIDENCE 
THUSFAR OF ARRHYTHMIA. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF HEART FAILURE OR 
PULMONARY CONGESTION. THE PATIENT IS RESTING COMFORTABLY. 

9. THE PRIME MINISTER HAS APPARENTLY HAD ADULT ONSET DIABETES 
MELLITUS FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS, AND THIS HAS BEEN CONTROLLED WITH 
DIET AND DIABINESE. A BLOOD SUGAR ON THE MORNING OF 13 JULY 74 WAS 
200 MG PER CENT AND THE URINES WERE NEGATIVE FOR GLUCOSE. 

10. AFTER FURTHER EXAMINATION OF THE PATIENT ON JULY 14 DR. KLIKS 
AND THE EMBASSY WILL DETERMINE WHAT CONTINUING U.S. ASSISTANCE THE 
PRIME MINISTER IS LIKELY TO REQUIRE. AT THIS MOMENT IT APPEARS 
PROBABLY THAT THE C-9 SHOULD RETURN TO CLARK FIELD AND THAT DR. 

KLIKS AND ONE OR MORE OF HIS ASSISTANTS SHOULD REMAIN FOR ABOUT 

A WEEK. 

1 1 . WE ARE EXTREMELY PLEASED WITH THE PROFESSIONALISM DISPLAYED 
BY THE USAF IN THIS EMERGENCY AND WISH TO REPEAT OUR APPRECIATION 
FOR THE HELP THIS MISSION HAS RECEIVED. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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